[Immediate and late reconstruction of the breast using tissue expanders].
From 1988 up to 1994, 64 patients were submitted to reconstruction of the breast using tissue expanders. A silicone prosthesis was implanted in a second operation. The technique was used both for immediate and delayed breast reconstruction after radical modified mastectomies. Surgical procedures as well as indications, advantages and complications of the technique were discussed. Good results were achieved in 89% of cases. Tissue expander is a valid option for breast reconstruction even though late complications due to the capsular contraction did occur.